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Sumacy 

iteth ¥x«taafflB®se aw troops laflltrctlns Jato South ¥ietass through 
laoa daring 12&S eppsnesfcly auatataod pemmeafc losses of about 33 psreeat.* 
At least 53*000 and possibly Si, 000 WA troops are eefclaetcd to have 


suceesslfclly infiltrated into South Vietnam during 1966, assi#, ftoo 
10,1300 to 15,000 ast probably sere peroianeatly lost infiltrating during 
19&* 33»ee fourths of these losses* resulted frea deeth and peresoaut 
incapacitation to* to illness *» ovmSielatesJy malaria, About tea percent 
of those lost wore killed by air attacks end about five percent ere con- 


sidered posteataat deserters, She loss rate far 19S6 appears to have 
increase* perhaps several timm over the 196 5 rata. K> data ere available 
for 1967. S&srcssted incidence of sesdou* nicltsess was responsible for 
eost of tba Mgfcea? X 966 rata. la addition, elthou^ there asre no losses 


found in the reports surveyed which were directly attributable to eir 
etrites during 193* losses fees# this cause la 1 &C 6 were i&out tea percent 
of the total. Perhaps as assay as one half of all infiltrating troops 


suffer to eosae degree freo Ealaria ea route to Couth Vietnam, As e result 


* estimtea are based on a limited sample of data on infiltration 

* ^baaldered preliaiijary, See methodology below, ihfii. 

tratioa through the MZ Is 37 0C40W# 3om ® 
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of this end other kaowa health probleas perhaps a» may xssa ax* not fit 
for eochst when they arrive ax ax* lost m route. Mast of these nen 
probably recover sufficiently for ccsbst* 

IhfiltrsttoG through Lftos 

2&e principle route used by fiorfch Vietsaaasese troops infiltrating to 
South Vietftacj runs through the eastern portion of the taotiaa panhandle, 
froeps ssora froa their point of origin Is the Kortto to the seasxal vicinity 
of Hill 13 C& 4 »wt north of the cKtmas western pert of the ISIS. Ih the 
feogiusdag ell troops were trucked to the Hill 1001 emj hut during 1966 
were increasingly forced to am* 00 foot eft a result of sir interdiction 
is the southern areas of Mirth fietuus* A series of trails leads south 
froa Hill 1001 through the westers corner of the into Isos* end £xm 
there along the Lsoa/sva harder nod eaters South Viotesa at Qusas Sri# 

Eiua Shisa# cuang Has end other provinces south* Depending so the point 
of entry into 6 V 3 J# the trip through less takes between cue end four south*. 

She 20 percent estimate calculated for perasacat losses' frees all 
causes in 1966 is supported by the interrogation of one senior SCO fraca a 
regiEWitai atm unit who stated that infiltration units usually ere fnst 
10 to 30 percent above authorised strength to coepeasste for attrition. 

Although sir interdiction apparently docs not causa assy direct 
casualties# it has had other significant effects, tbits have been forced 
to change their sods of soveaeat In SV 3 fimn. truck to travel on foot 
increasing the ties seeded to infiltrate* (AH infiltration asveawat in 
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Isos fcse been by foot. ) 53 se additional 'tints spent travelling by foot in 
results la- a higher rate of sietaes# in HVa and also in Isos, 
airing 2956 , at least 53,000 end possibly 81,000 Mb troops were 
est lasted to have infiltrated into South Yiotaea. If 75 percent of then 
cas® through leoc, tbssa based oa the SO percent pensssaeot loss rate, 10,000 
end possibly 13,000 eea sere lost vbiie infiltrating. (.73 2 53,000 * 

f 

39,75©. .50 X* 39,750 ■ *#,€87. *9,(©7 infiltrated, 9,93? war® lost, 
end 39,750 arrived.) 

+* i ** •*' ffw 1 ^ w rt K ff W 1 

S® table below sumarises the data used for the estimates in this 
repffirfe. Evldeuc© of about 7,000 infiltrators in eleven units very log ftvn 
<xns^my to regtaeat ia else males up the date base. Fame mite vlth 1,777 
csss infiltrated during the last of 2965 et^s aawm volt® with 5, 390 
jsea infiltrated throu^soub 1955. Zafbrsjatioa was taken from «n interro- 
mtim reports lasaediately available, fbor iaterrogatiOa methods 
gaps ia inforiaation end as a result tbs data base for each estimate is 
less thou the total. 5k> produce estimates of penameat losses it is 
assussed on . tbs basis of limited evidence that one half of all deserters 
eventually ere returned to duty and that two- third* of the eea who drop 
cut of their units during infiltration are eventually returned to du ty. 
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(1) Peaartare 

(2) Killed fey Air Attack 

(3) Pled fm Sickness 
£4} aroppoa oak of Unit® 

Zbr3$S* 3/2 of <i] 
fbr 3565* 3/2 of (3) p2w« 


Arriving ia SV3 
during 1 mt 
ha lf of I96S 

14 of 1277 • 1 percent 

0 of 209 * 0 percent 

23 flf 1407 * 2 percent 

42 of 32?7 m 3 percent 

plus 1/3 (4) plus (2i 

3/3 (4) pus (2) «s4 


Arriving in CVS 

darla^- 1966 

69 of 2&30, • 2 percent 
?4 of 4270 * 2 percent 
73 of 3270 * 6 percent 
217 of 3S» • 30 percent 
sat < 3 ) * 3.3 percent. 
£ 3 ) * 1 9 percent. 


* AithoojS* mm portion of this sharp Increase say result fro® the insde- 
. oaaie tote, tee used, there ore reasons to believe that there has been 
a steady iaareas® .in sickness. ffisoops that sardt in EVM to toon begis 
their travel ia Less in a weakened, c ca&it ioa sol sclicei care in Laos 

has iistssrioratcl. 

Distribution* 

Grig* & 2 — Addressee 
2 - S/OER 
1 - ABD/QEH 
1 - Sfc/fH 
1 - St/CS 
1 - SAVA 
1 - S/2f 

1 - g/SP 
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